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Each step is explained in detail on the following pages.
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1 Load the film.

2 Wind the hlm

3 Sct the film speed & Set e ther =utter speed or dia-
phragm CGCenerally, shutter speed

5 Focus & Compose picture frame through
r 1 . view finder, and press the shutter
i3 =rlecied as the first choice,
and corresponding diaphragm is
automatically set by means of
4

button.
cross coupled exposure meter, .
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1 Pull out back locking
tab and swing camera
back wide open.

2 Pull up rewind knob as
far as it goes

8 Advance filin lever
two complete turns
Pressing shutter
release each time).
Make sure sprockets
project through film
slits.

3 Inzere a roll of film,
then push back rewind

& Close back cover, then

e wy h m
4 Pull out enough film push back locking tab.

to-insert it in slit.

7 Yon will see the ex-

posure counter to the
start mark

8 Adwvance film lever three

times pressing  shutter
release each time. T:Ju
will see exposure counter
iz et to No. 1.
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B Sotting Film Speed (ASA or DIN ratings)

Set the film speed indicator on the camera back to the film speed of
the film you have just loaded in your AL. For example, if the film
speed is ASA 100 (DIN 21), you simply set the indicator to the figure
1KY Im case the film speed is ASA 80, which is not listed on the dial,

yvou set the ind.cator painter to a spot between 100 and 50.

B What ore Film Speeds and ASA or DIN Raotings 7

Film s»=eds or ASA (Amcrican Standards Association) or DIN ratings are a means

accarding

of clas:ifying film to their light sensitivity. The high=# the numerical
rating, the more s=nsitive the film iz to light. A film with an ASA of 200 is more
sensitive to light than a film rated ASA B). You need less light to take a picture w th

a film raved at 200 than vou woaild with a film rated at 80,

B Where to find the ASA or DIN rating of the film you're vsing. Fhmu hr

Inside every box of film you buy is a sheet giving information about the film, On this Minolta AL
sheet vou'll find the ASA or NN rating.
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The actual exposure is depending on the three factors ifilm speed, shutter speed and diaphragm
openingl, as you know, in the basic photographie theory.

In Minolta AL, all these factors are cross coupled, giving always correct exposure. All vou have
to do is to select either shutter speed or F stop as the first choice, and these two faciors are

(L ETHT cross coupled to each other on the pre-set film speed at any time. his advanced

¢ might be unfamiliar to the photographer who ig not well acquainted with crozs coupled
exposure system.  For example, even though the camera is set at the right exposure velue, you
cannot take picture, practically, at F 16:1 second, in handheld position. This 18 the reason why

the shutter speed is to be the first choice.  But, when vou are taking pictures of large group of

people, focus should be deep enough for all people in the frame, thus iris stop 18 become the first

I"I'Iili- L

General Information

1. Set the ASA (DIN) speed of the film uwsed,
Turn adjusting lever for the film =peed, finding the right ASA speed in the film speed window.
The camera is designed for ASA 10, 25, 50, 100, 200, 400 and 300 films. The _rrltl_p::unr*.-: hatween
ASA 10 and 25 i3 considered to be 16, between 25 and 50 is ASA 32 and ASA 160 falls between
1060 and 203, For DIN emulsion, consult the conversion table found on the back of the camera
at the film indicator.

i ==
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Set the shutter speed.

Turn the shutter speed ring to the adequate
shutter speed for the object. For general
purpose, 1/250 at fine weather and 1/125 in
cloudy days at ASA 100 emulsion, while 1/60
is recommended in the bright indoor pictures.
For fast moving object, 1/500~1/1000 iz bet-
LEr,

Set the light meter needle to the index.

Holding the camera in front of the ohject,
read the meter and turn the diaphragm ring.
When the needle of the meter match the
vellow index, the camera is set at the right
exposure vialue, All you have to think about

is to press Lthe shutter release.

Attention

Exposure meter of AL camera works within
the following LV operation range, and it will
not give the coarrect reading if it is used at
lower LY value than specified range.

Motice s If the needle of the Lght meter does not

match the yvellow index cither in right or left
turning of the diaphr: 1 ring, the shutter
speed set first is not the right one for the
brightness of the object You should then
read just the shutter speed faster or slower
depending on the brichiness of the object.
If you would still cannot set the needle of
the meter to the index, vou had loaded the
camera with the wrong flm, or the lighting
condition is not suitable for taking picture
at all.

Film speed Operation range

ASA 200 LY §~18
1000 T=17
25 S5
10 4~14
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For the front lighted object, no readjustment of the light meter reading is required, but when th 3. When you cannot approach the object.

light course iz mot behind the camera, the meter reading is to be readjusted following the next hints. When you are Irying to take aminals a Pt = :
ci for example, you cannot move close to Mhis single stroke film advance action auto-
1. Read the meter at as close as possikle to object and measure it, otherwise the result ' the object.  Take measuring of your palm, matically advances the film, cocks the shutter

the obiect would be silhouette. Fay auention to the which represents the brightness of the aminal.
; strong light beam, which strikes the photo 4.
electric cell of the camara

and counts the exposure, all at the same time.

) Nt o Al Filter Tfactor adjustment.

T F sf @ alle ta AL I i i

The light me u”r 'Il”l:?[.‘l'llrrhl: ':fm‘-{l“ . |I1L:ZIl s Read the following three hints on filter com-
camera 15 an refective g er, 2 ¥ 5 St 1T casEring. ensations .

mus! always measure the reflected light from 2. For open scene m & | T

the object.  When taking portrai mowve When the scene includes very 'In_-i;;h[ sky as | .-_"LEJJIIJI:FI :lhflf:: !If}fl‘r_lfl'_-'t'_r 1|1\1‘_ photo electric
camera toward the face at about one foct as the background, vou cannot obtain a correct 5 'I',: ' 'rj'il..--l it !‘l i ‘_*_"r“-}“”“- be s
close, For contrasty scene, measure both exposure, if you hold 1h§| camera straight 4 II:JrL:]hn]an-'-. I-_-l'Lr mr ‘Id-l':Lv ”:“:. I| uﬂ_a ia-
light and dark parts seperately and determine ahead. Hold the camera II|!'.|"1_.{?|I downward ]|J||:n1g' pening or shulter speed adjust
correcl EXposure average. for measurement, which avoids the bright 3) If you use certain filter, light yellow for
For backlighted object, move close to the skv light coming into photo cell. : : £ria , light ye

example, cons
inte ASA gp

camera with |
Light Value Index

itly, take this filter factor
gelting as you load the

- ! ; W : : - . .

T | Light value is always shown equal even though You can turn the lever either at ome full
you select the free combination of shutter stroke .right or in several strokes left),
speed and diaphragm in case that transmiss! wr . : .
oY Sl L that transmission VYou may, il you wish, advance the film before
is equal. One light value means always same " 3
shutter speed and diaphragm s seperately setting the exposure.

| exposere value, no matter what the shutter You will not experience any hard turning

speed and i r “ni ' inati T 1
5[ ind diaphragm opening combination. when setting the shutter z1 high speeds after
P the exposure value iz shown in one

number more light value index. When you the shutter is cocked.
use¢ light meter wirth light value index, apply

the light wvalue index to the camera light

value setting.
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In the center of the frame is a rectangular color
area. You will notice the part of your subject which
appears in this color area is double. As you turn
the focusing lever you will note the double image
will become one and then double again.  When your
subject becomes one in this color area, you are

properly focused.

Out of {ocus In [ocus

MORE INFORMATION & OWNER MANUALS ARE AVAILABLE AT WW

As vou look through the combination range-view finder
window vou will note a yellow lumi- frame near the
outer edge. The actual picture you take will be inside
thiz [rame. Make sure vour picture will be composed
inside the lumi-frame.

The Minolia AL finder is spec’ally designed to correct
automatically parallax so that the lens takes what you
see through the lumi frame at all d stances. Parallax
15 tll'“" ':Ii:l«."'!":l{'-' IELWEERn '|'|'||i“ ||'|;_' '\.'i'_ -\Il:’;[l{r .-:‘-'\-I:'!'-
and what the ler

at close distances,

@ This Should be "Depth of Field"

Take a glance at the depth of field scale when
you have focused on yvour subject. The indicat-
ing line in the center of the scale shows the
camera to object distance. Then read the F
stop lines for the F stop you are using on each
side of the indicating line and they will show
you on the distance scale, the distance in front
and behind your object which is also in sharp
focus. The 2, indicates that you can get sharp
pictures in the d'st: which is shown or
formed by (2.
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Depth of Field Table

1,
= 2 |28 4 |56 8 1Lgrie | 2
r!‘l.‘_l ) -
oa o o3 - L] (25 o
™ l110.7 | .1 |55.4 | 356 | 27.68] 20.13 | 13.84 | 10.07
0 130.1 [244.6 bl . o0 o i o
39.0 [34.2 | 28,53 23.98] 19.00) 15.22| 11.39| 8.77
0 41.0 | 48.0 | 64.6 (1004 - =] - i 5
21.68 | 21.54 | 19.57 | I7.18| 14.53 ] 12.18| 8.62) 7.69
24.31| 28,60 | 31.0 | 39.8 | &8.2 o] )
20 |77700] 16.00 | 14.76 13.30| 1173 10.17| £.33] .85
f 5 17.28 | 1R 40 2050 | 23.82 (310 | 555 | = .
A large aperture, only the subject 13.20 l?_._El_l" 28 m.'w-! 9.84 ._glﬂ....'r_'ai:_ 617
R e S : 13.4L] 18,07 15.19) 07,00 | 20.72| 28.54 | 7.6 | =
front) is in sharp focus. f 2 1, 100 sec 12 10.86| 10.47| 203 @ a47| 7. | 6.56| 5.62
10 | 1095 11.38] 1210 13.22 | 15.34 [ 19.21 | 8.3 2916
5.20| B.92| =.53| 8.05( 7.44| 6.79| 5.83| 5.15
a £.55| B.85) 5.24| ©.00(11.04| 12,89 17.82| 33,5
7.49| 7.30| 74| 6.72| 6.8 52| 5.18) 4.5
7 T4 7.4 7.95 | B.41| 9.20| 10.44 | 13.43 | 20.79
6.61| 6.46| 6.25| 6.00| 5.65| 5.70| 4.76| 4.25 .
& 6.32| 6.46]| 6,68 6.099| T7.53| B.33 lﬂ.L.':li 13.72 b
5.71| 5.61| 5.45| .26 5.00| 4.70| 4.28| 3.88
5 §22| 5.31| 5.45| 5.96| 6.00| 6.49| 7.52| 9.20 There are basically two ways to hold yvour AL while taking pictures: Vertical and horizontal. As long as vou
4.80) 4.73( 4.62] 4 '13 4.29| 4.08 E'Tﬁf 3.45 anchor the camera to vour forehead and squeeze the trigger, not jerk it, you can use whichever grip or {ormat is
i -.:_.-g";. :E ::?‘g 3;; !;gg gﬁi EHI ;g{‘ r a most con (e !A;I.b]l.l' I_t:l' vou. It's always a good idea to brace '.'1:l'|.ll'tl.'i|.]1'|l.'lu'l if you can. E en when you are shoot-
i 4.13 _ir“' 4.28| 4.40) 4.0 ;_33! 5.42| 6.26 ing at faster than | 30 of a second where yvou can _i.agl'l_'l_\' handhold a camera, make use of any available SUPpROFL.
3.7 3.83| 3.76| 3.67| 3.54 '!I-ﬂ' 3.1_5] 20509 It is advizable that you use a I_|ip|_:1,| whien vou shoot with the shutter speed lezs than 120 of a sec. At such
a.5 gfﬁ gf% ‘g;% iﬁ‘_gjﬁ. _g_'!l:_;;% 25%5; slow speeds there is almost alwava some camera mogement while the shutter is open which blurrs your picture
3 3.07| 3.10f 3.5 3.21] 2.31 3.?ﬂ| 4106
At small aperture, overall picture is com- 2.937 2.905 2.866 2.E16 2.744 2.531 2.

paratively sharp focus. [ dd, | sec
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After you have taken

yvour last picture, the
film exposure counter
will point to 20 or 36
depending on whether

re using a 20 or Using the self-timer, vou can take your own
You are SN i |
X 2 .
46 exposure roll. picture, First push the self-timer lever toward Il'm"‘]
T
the ¥ mark, and you will be able to delay the 7 :‘ H ! Tr !
; log LR Rl
shutter operation approximately 9 seconds from 5o 250 125 B0 30 15
: 2 |*‘ 1 ¥EET AN
the time you press the shutter release to the Vigy &5 + | # 58
s s L 5
time the shutter iz tripped. You can alzo v — 7 28 )
f arrange the length of delay according to the
position that vou position the lever.
— e ——
L
Depress the rewind release button. Keep depress- Lift the crank on the rewind knob and turn i'l'-‘tin.k
233 o lockwis il v feel all resistance gone and it
-y o R AT ot » Rl clockwise until you feel a :
ing it until you have completely rewound the film turns freely. Open the camera back and take the
film magazine out the camera.
18 Open the camera back and take the film magazine out of the camera. | =
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Your Minolta AL ig internally svnchronized for wse
with electron’'c flash and flash bulbs.

1. Insert a Minolta BC flash gun or electronic flagsh unit in
Lhe ACCeEssZ0ry '-ul'lli".

2. Insert the plug of the fash gun's cord in the terminal.

3. For Class M ([oil filled) flash bulbs, shde the selector to

= “M™. For electronic flash, slide the selector to the X"

-.-..-1.1.--.1-----_. L IIJ

? E
X
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Accessories
Mineolta B.C. Flash

Extremely compact, pocket size unit with collapsi-
ble aluminum reflector, Folds neatly into a small
vinyl zippered case for easy portability. Alsn
features o BC capacitator that stores energy to
greatly extend the life of your batteries. Works
on regular flazh light batteries.

Mineclta Lens Shade

This is a particularly useful device to prevent
extraneous light from entering the lens during
exposure. This extranecus light from the sun or
flash bulbs can cause glare spots or “light flare™
and ruin your picture

Minolta Filters

Filters are used to control color and haze to make
sure you get the picture you actually see outdoor
color film to indoor use,

Yellow Filter: Increases outdoor scenes COontrast.
Renders “biues™ slightly darker-brings out blue-
skies, water, clouds,

Other Filter: Haze filter for haze cut.

Minolta Mini 35

For color slide projection (35 mm, 16 mm
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